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Introduction  

I am very pleased to be writing the foreword introducing 

the Conservative manifesto, which sets out very clearly 

what a Conservative administration would do to get 

Northampton back on track to becoming a place where 

people enjoy working and living, and where investors are 

encouraged to bring jobs to our town.  
 

The last four years under Liberal Democrat control, has 

seen a decline in not only the Town Centre, but the whole 

of the Borough, with an increase in senior management 

and consultant costs, and cuts to key services such as 

garden waste collections and public toilets.  They have 

also failed to support The Saints and Cobblers.  
 

Northampton needs a council that listens and delivers 

what the people want; not one that is out - of - touch.  
 

It is time to start delivering local services to local people, 

and only a Conservative administration will address the 

serious issues facing the town as a result of the discred-

ited Liberal Democrat administration.  
 

This manifesto is radical, puts the needs of the people 

first and shows how we will lead by example.  
 

A Conservative Borough Council will introduce 

Neighbourhood Wardens and Park Rangers, will make the 

first hour of parking  free  in  the  Town  Centre,  freeze  

councillor allowances for the four - year period, cut senior 

management costs and support the people of Northamp-

ton whose interests will come before party politics.  
 

In local elections every vote is important, so I would ask 

everyone who wants to see Northampton back on track to 

vote Conservative on 5th May.  

Our 5 pledges for Northampton  

1 Put Northampton back on track  

  Regenerate Northampton and protect the interests of the whole Borough.  

 

2 Reduce waste to protect public services  

  Cut senior managers, waste and consultants and cut increases in councillor allowances.  

 

3 Invest in safer and cleaner neighbourhoods  

  Ensure Northampton is an attractive, clean and safe place where people feel welcome.  

 

4 Demand better homes for the future  

  Be honest about our housing needs and protect the vulnerable in Sheltered Housing.  

 

5 Empower communities with pride in Northampton  

  Support our communities so people feel proud of Northampton and our heritage.  

 

 

Cllr David Palethorpe  

Leader, Conservative Group  
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Northampton -  a vibrant town  
Northampton is the historic county town of North-

amptonshire and is an important economic hub.  

Whilst Northampton Conservatives believe a suc-

cessful, vibrant town centre economy is an essential 

part of prompting growth and prosperity across the 

whole Borough and attracting inward investment, all 

the needs of the town should be taken into account.  

 

Borough - wide Planning Policy  

Many people feel let down by the lack of commit-

ment shown by Legal & General in developing the 

Grosvenor Centre, and frustrated that potential de-

velopments in other parts of the town are being 

held up or prevented as a result. Northampton Con-

servatives share this frustration. It is clear that this 

situation cannot be allowed to continue, and we will 

not allow Northampton to be held to ransom. We 

will fight for all of the town.  

 

Within the first weeks of office a Conservative ad-

ministration will demand a firm commitment to a 

specific start date from Legal & General or walk 

away from the agreement.  

 

The Lib Dem ôTown Centre Firstõ policy has achieved 

little for our Town Centre over the last four years, 

but has become a major barrier to investment in 

other parts of Northampton. We would like to see 

the Town Centre become the vibrant economic hub 

of Northampton, but other parts of the town should 

not be forced to miss out on millions of pounds of 

investment and hundreds of new jobs because of a 

policy that is too inflexible to work in our town.   

 

Therefore a Conservative administration would 

abandon the ôTown Centre Firstõ policy in favour of 

a ôBorough Wideõ investment and regeneration pol-

icy.  A ôBorough Wideõ policy would mean we can 

continue to champion the Town Centre without 

having to abandon other parts of the town, to which 

Northampton Borough Council has equal responsi-

bility, and would be more flexible and responsive to 

the unique needs of Northampton.  

 

As part of the ôBorough Wideõ planning policy, a 

Conservative administration will stand up for the 

interests of the whole Borough. This includes mak-

ing sure that the Borough Council gets the proper 

benefits from any developments within the Borough 

or built on areas surrounding the Borough borders 

and we will explore a review of the Boroughõs exter-

nal boundaries.  

 

Regeneration of Northampton Town Centre  

As part of the ôBorough Wideõ planning policy, 

Northampton Conservatives believe that regenera-

tion of the Town Centre is vital if we are to attract 

new investment, visitors and jobs, but that any de-

velopment must be in keeping with the townõs heri-

tage, history and culture.   

 

A Conservative administration will work closely with 

Northamptonshire County Council, the townõs Con-

servative MPs and the outgoing West Northants De-

velopment Corporation to ensure key regeneration 

projects in Northampton Town Centre are delivered 

such as the iconic redesign of the railway station.  

 

In partnership with our colleagues at Northampton-

shire County Council, a Conservative administration 

will re - open the middle section of Abington Street 

to vehicles to allow easier access for shoppers and 

visitors to the Town Centre.  


